
	What HB 1429 + SB 2195 Would Permit:

	• Purge certain juveniles’ delinquency records, including probation, court and law enforcement records;

• Give judges authority and discretion to  decide  which                                                                                       juveniles’ cases should be purged;
• Allow youth to say they have no record once their record has been purged. 



	What Juvenile Records May Be Expunged Now?


	Only police records in limited circumstances.  



	SJC Decision Rules Juveniles’ Court Records May Not Be Purged
	In 2002, the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court ruled that judges do not have the legal authority under the CORI statute to purge juveniles’ records.  Comm. v. Gavin G., 437  Mass. 470  (2002)


	Isn’t SEALING a Juvenile’s Record Enough?


	NO. Youth may petition the court to seal their records under Chapter 276 Section 100B, 3 years after completion of the adjudication. The Supreme Judicial Court has repeatedly noted that sealing is inadequate and sometimes harmful to youth. 


	CHSB and Commissioner of Probation


	• The Criminal History Systems Board sends out 3,500 CORIs a day but does not check the accuracy of the reports, including whether the CORI Accessor receiving  the information is entitled to receive it.

• The state sends CORI information to over 10,200 “CORI-accessors.” Juveniles’ CORIs must be released by the Department of Probation to the CHSB before the information can be sent out to CORI-accessors.



	Who Does the State Send Juveniles’ Records to?


	The Commissioner of Probation and the CHSB may send juvenile records to:

· Office of Child Care Services (OCCS) licensing any child care facility or providing services to children licensed by OCCS, MGL ch6 S172F;

· Summer Camps for children and teens, MGL ch6 S172G;

· Nursing homes, MGL ch6 S172E;

· DSS and DYS, MGL ch6 S 172D and S172E.

Military recruiters have access too:
· Air Force – Dismissals and sealed records for minor offenses, including trespass, automatically exclude the applicant.

· Army – Each applicant’s CORI is pulled.

· Marines – CORI checks are made on 65% of the applicants.

· National Guard – Applicants are eligible to enlist if they have no record of arrest, adjudication, conviction, probation, community or public service in lieu of convictions.

Licensing and vocation educational agencies often ask applicants to allow them to see their CORI info in professions including allied health, nursing, social work, and stock brokers. 




Questions?

Call the Juvenile Justice Center
617-305-3200
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